iM

\r*

COLOUR PRODUCTION

137

fastness of tlie colours. They were not far behind when
sulphur colours were introduced, and they produced the
first green. The Bayer firm has advanced very rapidly,
until now it is one of the most important. It is significant
in this connection to note that they have the most patents,
1000 German and 1200 foreign, and at the time of the
author's visit employed the most chemists.

The business side of the German colour-works is highly
developed. They make all they possibly can for them-
selves. Passing through the departments in which the
different handbooks are made, one is struck with the
enormous trouble and expense of such productions. Many
of these are quite artistically produced, and contain scores
of patterns, all of which have to be fixed by hand. These
patterns are issued for cotton, wool, half-wool, silk, half-
silk, leather, soap tints, straw, buttons, wood plait for hats,
wood stains for picture frames, etc., and the intending
customer is thus presented with reliable and trustworthy
samples of the dyed article besides elaborate instructions
how to perform the dyeing. Also some of the handbooks
give drawings of the latest machinery in use, and although
this is of German manufacture, yet one gets an idea of
wliat is being done in Germany. The books are issued in
about a dozen languages, including Japanese. The im-
portance of good pattern-books is manifest in many
industries, and the Germans seem to have developed this
branch of business to a high state. Hundreds of clerks are
seen at work in the difierent factories, and from the scores
employed in the English departments, occupied solely
with, the trade with England, one gets an idea of the
magnitude of that trade.

In all cases the works are built where good transport
facilities exist. Thus, most of them are situated on or
near the Rhine, while the Berlin Company's works is on
the Spree and thus in connection with Hamburg. All
have ample railway communication, and in some cases
private lines. As one stands on the banks of the Rhine
and watches the many barges floating down the stream,
one is reminded that this river is a mighty factor in
German commerce. Here we have no large initial capital
expenditure as in the case of our canals, but a natural

1 %

MI

'  r f

:?

'jitf"?

|i'.

I1

'         J 1

if-

N

b i

P -HI
I
it II